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It is really a worbthy  contribution to the ~'s‘\t;udy\ of " the history
of Iraq during its dark ages .

Those who admired his talents as '1. poet, revealed through
his vurious_wmks, especially his ‘“ Traqi poetry in the Nineteenth
Century '’ and his “ Social poetry- in Iraq’ — will now, no doubt,
admire him as a talented historian Who relates the facts in

a romantic style that leavesa very deep impression on the reader.

In our present time, perhaps, we badly need the historian -

Tzzedden much more than the poet Izzedden .

» The- Arab Nation in its struggle for life against her various -

enemies, who do their best to keep her backward , by concealing
from_y?;he A}'&hs. their. glorious hiétory, and by trying to make
them forget their iﬁ&sb, or at least to look on it with contempt
and sha.me , henea our great need for an historian like Dr. Youssef
Izzéddip to help us in our bitter struggle against those enemies

by rewriting our history with his eloquent and sound style .

_If Dr. Izzeddin really thinks of the .great benefit of our
Arab Nation — and I am sure that he does — then he has to- pay
much more attention to our Arab history, but he must not
neglect. writing poetry because, now and then, our spirits are

hungry for his musial and emotional poems .
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Dy. Youssif Izzidien

By Saleem Taha Tikrity

The Period in Which the Mamluks reigned in Iraq during
1760 — 1831 A- D. may be considercd as one of the important
periods [in the history of this country during the Dark Ages
which took place just after the fall of Baghdad i'n the hands of
the Mongols in 1258 A, D.

Dawud Pasha Wwas the last but the greatest of all those
Mamluks. Dr. Izzedien endowed us recently With a very interesting

history of this personality .

In fact we know Dr. Izziddin as a Well known poet and
as a great writer, but we do not know him as an historian.
In his monograph on Dawud Pasha he proved to be really
a very good historian. We still do not know how the history
of Iraq in recent centuries attracted his attention and obliged
him to pay a great deal of his care to study this period of the
Mamluks and to go through the very rare manuscripts and
extracts, the bare facts that reveal the Iraqi life of that period.
in its different aspects perhaps, one day he will explain to us
this point .

Thare is no doubt that Dr. Izzeddin, in this Mono-
» graph, has succeeded to a great extent in giving us a clear idea
and a vivid picture of the time of Dawud Pasha and the
decline of the Mamluks. His talent a3 a poet and writer
which we all know, was neglected in this historical book which
can be considered not only as historical data that includes facts, but

also as a romantic story expressing the different human emotions.
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DAWUD PASHA

AND THE DECLINE OF THE MAMLUK
DYNASTY IN IRAQ

By
Dr. Yousif Izzidien

Pref. of Modern Arabic literatur

Al-Basri’s Publieation House
Baghdad 1967





