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Living as an expatriate, far from my Homeland “lraq”, and with the advance of age,
time, past and present, old and new, seem to spontaneously overlap in such a way that
permit the overflow of images and memories, great events and minor ones collaborate
to form the main lineaments for each creative state of mind. In art, thoughts, colors
and forms mingle with time and become one state which derives its viability from those
human manifestations in order to be realized as a “painting”.

The art works | produced during the last seven years partly reflect my affinity with
time. Roaming among the poetry of Al-Mutanabi (10" century AD), Ibn Zaidoun from
Andalusia, to modern times through the poetry of Al Jawahiri, Mahmoud Darwish, Etel
Adnan and May Muzaffar, is to wander about different times valuing homeland, love
and beauty. They ardently overflow in the core of what | really aspire to reflect in my art
works: paintings or prints.

As it appears in all the stages of my personal experience, the employment of Arabic
character in some of my paintings is purely symbolic and referential. Nature to me is an
element of beauty aims to complement and back up the basis of my painting in order to
embody the traits of time and place to which | am referring.

Rafa al-Nasiri.
Amman, September 2010,
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Beyond Time, Acrylic on Canvas. 180 X 180 Cm. 2010
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Ibn Zaydun Portfolios, Mixed Media on paper. 56 X 56 Cm. 2009
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Bab Al Yemen, Mixed Media on paper. 40 X 40 Cm. 2009




Bab Al Yemen, Collagraph on paper. 40 X 40 Cm. 2009
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Bab Al Yemen, Collagraph on paper. 40 X 40 Cm. 2009




Iragi painter and printmaker Rafa Nasiri is widely-known in the Arab world and beyond
for his culturally rich artworks and distinctive style. During the last decade, he has

been inspired by poetry as varied as that of Al-Mutanabbi, Mahmoud Darwish and Etel
Adnan. This poetic journey, coupled with a preoccupation with the element of time, has
produced works that celebrate beauty, love and the homeland. Born in 1940, he studied
painting and printmaking in Baghdad, Beijing and Lisbon. Since 1963, he has held 33
solo exhibitions in the Middle East, Europe and the Far East and has participated in
numerous group exhibitions and international biennales around the world. Nasiri has
been awarded the First Prize at the Baghdad International Festival of Art (1986); the
Honors Prize at the 4th International Graphics Biennale, Fredrickstad, Norway (1978); the
Jury Prize at the International Painting Exhibition, Cagnes-sur-Mer, France (1977); and
the Honors Prize at the International Summer Academy, Salzburg, Austria (1974). Nasiri
has published two books, in Arabic: Contemporary Graphic Art (1997) and Horizons
and Mirrors: Essays on Plastic Art (2005). In 2010, a book about the artist entitled, Rafa
al-Nasiri: His Life & Art, co-authored by Sabah Al Nassiri and May Muzafar, appeared in
Amman. Rafa Nasiri currently lives and works in Amman.
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