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Traditionally, libraries build gateways 1nto

knowledge as they collect, organize, make accessible, and
preserve materials for use.

The library from one side of the coin is an Institution of
POWeT as there are Interconnections between
knowledge production, access, consumption,

freedom and power.
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‘The other side...
Building connections between actual people

(communities) that walk through their doors or use their library
websites/apps on one side

and

knowledge , ideas, stories, opportunities to excel and become

more, opportunities to feed mentally, psychologically and emotionally
from the intellectual outpourings of others in different information
resources formats on the other side.
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Libraries exist to meet t

el

user communities

their specific use
available.

Critiquing a system one bela
Critical Theory.




Critical Theory

Examines what exists in society/particular field and,

Challenges assumptions and practices,

Asks questions about historical, economic, social and cultural 1ssues
underpinning practice;

Interrogates whose perspective is being heard/seen and promoted
In existing structures and systems,

Views how the frameworks and standards of existing structures
and systems came to be, and

configures in social justice.
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Importantly, Critical Theory
Is employed to;
- explain what 1s wrong with current realities of praxis,

- identify those who can think through critically to suggest
and drive change, and

- provide practical pathways for social transformation as
well as more criticism.
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Critical librarianship
The infusion of critical theory in library and information science.

It offers pathways for;
- reflective assessment and

_ examination of the ‘historical, cultural, social,
economic, political and other forces that affect
information’ (Gregory and Higgins, 2013)
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Critical librarianship?

self-critique roles in upholding information systems that allow
some to access information; that allows the views, perceptions and
ideologies of some to be what 1s represented m mformation available
on the shelves and m the databases,

while

disregarding and/or suppressing contrary ideologies,
stories, iInclinations and opinions thus unwittingly promoting

oppression, discriminator and social exclusion.
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- Inequities within the system
- libraries and ‘Institutionalization of information’,

- the complex workings of information bias and marginalization,
stereotyping and misconceptions i information resources

- the power structures

-who is represented or underrepresented or misrepresented
in controlled vocabularies

- Inequities within the system
- libraries and ‘Institutionalization of information’,

- the complex workings of information bias and marginalization,
stereotyping and misconceptions i mformation resources

- the power structures

-who is represented or underrepresented or misrepresented
in controlled vocabularies



What are the implications for human rights of
forgotten, buried and contaminated memories
of mdividuals, societies and institutions; of a
flattened cultural record? (Samek, 2007)
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Two major objectives

“To create a better understanding of inbred, nuanced
diSCIiI]]lh&ﬁOIl/ oppri €ss101 and I.Heqllélllbfmin‘urv(l in the
provision of Information services through libraries

- To identify possible avenues for ameliorative action through the
prism of SOCI‘H.[J.USZI.CC that ensures that user communities whether they

are students, teachers, or mothers, politicians or jobseekers, understand -how
formation works... the moral, economic, and political
context of knowledge.’
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Neutrality?
The default setting of libraries is ‘Open’!

A core aspect of critical librarianship is that
librarians are activists by calling as they defend
intellectual freedom and promote cultural
resistance irrespective of prevailing political, economic

and social attitudes that promote the ‘caging of knowledge’
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Librarians advocate for and widen people’s access to
mformation, and lind wavs to contribute to the well-being
of communities through a commitment to social
responsibility, and always stand their ground that libraries are
one of the last holdouts in a society where “sharing”
and “free” are becoming endangered terms.
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i. Voices are power

es are unheard?
Vikimedia encourages the plurality of voices that gives
libraries the leverage to access multifarious knowledge.

Social justice

Fundamental human rights,
Freedom of expression,
Access to information
Values of multiculturalism

Right? I ask, right?
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Samek (2007) had also asked ‘how
can opportunities provided by
mformation and communication
technologies, mterconnectivity and
the global digital network be applied
to ameliorate discrimunatory
knowledge practices?”
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