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Abstract

Water has become a cause of and a weapon in conflicts
among countries all over the world, and this is particularly
true in the Middle East. All Middle Eastern countries had
been at times involved in a dispute over water, irrespective
of the intensity of that dispute. Such disputes are not
confined to natural water resources, as man-made rivers
proved not to be protected against conflict.

The book examines water conflicts among Middle
Eastern countries sharing water resources.

Chapter six looks into the water politics between Sudan
and Egypt which are both downstream countries. The Nile,
the shared river between the two countries as well as others,
has been a source of cooperation at times and a source of
conflict at others. The clearest example of cooperation
between them was the Jonglei Canal project which has not
materialized due to war in South Sudan. The water relations
between the two countries have been more often than not, a
victim to politics.

Chapter seven deals with great artificial rivers in Libya
and Iraq. Libya's Great Man-made River, though pumping
water from Saharan aquifers, was the main reason that
ignited a four-day war between Libya and Egypt as Egypt
believed that the Kufrah aquifer is not the private property of
Libya, rather it extends from Libya into Egypt, Sudan and
Chad. Also it worried that Libyan pumping may worsen the
damage already being done by silting behind the Aswan
dam. Moreover, Egyptian military envisaged taking control
of parts of south-east Libya, if the need arises, that is, if the
silting at Aswan shows signs of forcing the river into new
channels flowing into Libya. Egypt had military plans to
intervene in countries that pose threat to the safety of its
water share. In Iraq the digging of Saddam River, between
the Tigris and Euphrates, though it did not stir problems
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with neighbours, it was very important to national politics.
The declared aim of Saddam River was to reclaim polluted
land by washing it with surplus irrigation water. However,
the project was the first step in a plan to drain the marshes
between Amara and Basra, and thus remove the last haven in
the country for anti-Saddam dissidents.

Chapter eight discusses the special water issues
characterizing the Arabian Peninsula. Scarcity of water
resources 1in the Peninsula and the proliferation of
desalination plants have made water conflicts very limited.
However, Gulf countries have special concerns over the
security of their desalination plants which the Gulf War
proved that they are easy targets for subversion.

Chapter nine handles the ancient desert rules and
international law with regard to rules and laws governing the
use of water and settlement of disputes over water. The
fundamental principle governing use of water in the Sharia
1s that water is a gift of God that should not be owned or
controlled to the point of excluding others from using it. So
all Sharia rules governing use of water are based on that
principle, while international law seeks to reconcile two
opposing principles : "The general obligation to cooperate in
the attainment of optimal utilization and adequate protection
of international watercourses", but without much success.

Chapter ten tackles the future of water conflicts i.e.
whether states could use water to impose their will, and
whether countries affected would decide that military means
were an effective way of restoring the balance. In the Middle
East, though the battles may appear to be about land,
autonomy, human rights or protecting borders, every
confrontation in the future will be affected by the
hydrography of the region. Water wars are on the way.
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